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presidential election of 1860, and his political work
that year was as earnest and continuous as we have
seen it was when he was writing campaign hymns
for Fremont and for free Kansas. His lines in
" The Summons," published in the " Atlantic " in
the summer of 1860, show the devoted spirit of the
man. After publishing this poem, he feared that
it had a tone of censure for other literary men who
had not appeared to realize the gravity of the sit-
uation in which their country was placed, and he
made this reference to it in a letter to Lucy Lar-
com : " I do not quite like the tone of ' The Sum-
mons,' now that it is published. It was, however,
an expression of a state of mind which thee would
regard as pardonable if thee knew all the circum-
stances. It is too complaining, and I hope I shall
not be left to do such a thing again."

The campaign song " The Quakers are Out!"
was written to be sung at a Republican mass meet-
ing held in Newburyport, October 11, 1860. Much
anxiety had been expressed during the summer in
regard to Pennsylvania, the vote of which State it
was thought would decide the contest. If the
Quakers could be aroused, Pennsylvania could be
counted upon as safe for Abraham Lincoln, and
as the state election occurred several weeks before
the presidential, the result of that election would
indicate whether Quakerism was thoroughly waked
up to the importance of the contest. The state
election was satisfactory to the Republicans, and
jubilant mass meetings celebrated the event
throughout the North. Mr. Whittier's relief from
intense anxiety is shown in these verses predicting